Strict vs. Loose Interpretations

Name: _______________________________________________________ Class: _______________
The Supreme Court looks to the constitution to interpret our country’s laws.   Basically, if the Court finds evidence in the Constitution to uphold a law, they will declare the law ________________________________.

If they feel there is no evidence in the Constitution to support the law, they will overturn the law or declare the law _________________________________.

Some decisions are easy.   For example, the 13th Amendment clearly states no person can be held in “involuntary servitude, unless for the punishment of a crime”.  This clearly bans slavery.  This ___________________ of this amendment, is called _____________ interpretation, because the text is very clear and specific.  

Some decisions are more difficult, and the text of the Constitution is _____________ or unclear.  For example, the 9th Amendment states that “The enumeration in the Constitution of certain rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.”  The concept of other rights is unclear.  The way the courts choose to interpret this meaning is known as  ___________________ interpretation.   
You Be the Judge!

Directions: Read the list of hypothetical classroom rules below and think of scenarios in which you could loosely interpret what is being asked.   Think of how students try to “get around” rules written like this.   Look for a “loophole” as they say!    
1. No using electronics while in my class.
2. Student should be prepared to work when the bell rings.
3. Homework is due today.
Next, rewrite those three rules in a way they can only be strictly interpreted.

Rule #1: 

Rule #2:

Rule #3:  
